
TOWARDS ZERO  by Agatha Christie 

A Great Convergence 

“I like a good detective story . . . But, you know, they begin in the wrong place! 
They begin with the murder. But the murder is the end. The story begins long 
before that – years before sometimes – with all the causes and events that 
bring certain people to a certain place, on a certain day, at a certain time . . . 
all converging – all going towards zero . . . The murder itself is the end of the 
story. It’s Zero Hour.” 

Agatha Christie was an ever astute observer of human behaviour and this proves to be the 
case with Towards Zero. 

When a house party gathers at Gull’s Point, the seaside home of Lady Tressilian, Neville 
Strange finds himself caught between his old wife Audrey and his new flame Kay, while 
Thomas Royde still harbours his childhood crush on Audrey. With overlapping love 
triangles disturbing everyone’s relaxing holiday by creating an uncomfortable tension, 
past passions boil over in a mix of deception and misdirection. A nail-biting thriller, the 
play probes the psychology of jealousy in the shadow of a savage and brutal murder.  A 
carefully unpeeled investigation before our eyes brings the story to a pointed ending.  

Towards Zero is quintessential Christie: a remote seaside setting and an odd gathering of 
potential victims; a plot involving marriages and infidelities, various suspects and motives 
(including rivalry, jealousy, revenge and money); an investigation featuring bumbling (or 
are they?) police inspectors and a smattering of red herrings. Part of the fun is in trying to 
keep up with Christie until the denouement. Prior to the murder, there is plenty of time 
for the audience to examine the unstable dynamics between the characters as they 
unpack years of history. 

A double parlour game in which we do not smell a rat until too late and, before guessing 
the killer's name, we are invited to guess who is going to be killed. 

Cast size: 7 males & 5 females aged between 25 and 70. All leading roles. 

Cast and audition information will be available in early 2020 

The play will be directed by Mr George Marotous with Ms Helen Bekos and Ms Kelli 
Simpson. 

REHEARSALS:  
Complex play with multi-layered characterisations so rehearsal attendance is essential! 
Sundays 12:30 – 5:00 pm. All cast 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 4:00 – 6:00 pm. Selected Cast as required (but everyone must be 
on call and advance notice given if there is an unforeseeable clash). 

Term 3 holidays: (Monday 29 June to Friday 10 July) 
10:30 am – 4:00 pm.  
Week 1: intense workshops. All cast according to arrival schedules. 
Week 2: run scenes. All cast according to arrival schedules. 

Full weekend Tech & Dress Runs:  
Saturday 29 & Sunday 30 August (may work around any student involved in Winter Concert) 

Saturday 5 & Sunday 6 September 
Final Dress Runs:  
Tuesday 8 September  
Wednesday 9 September (TBC: may be an afternoon PREVIEW for selected schools) 

Performance Week: 
Thursday 10 to Saturday 12 September at 7:30 pm 
Saturday 12 September at 2:00 pm 


